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political power is to depend must be injurious to the Slave-hold- 
ing States because they are in the minority with continually de- 
creasing strength. 

The old Lady joins in affectionate regards for you & family. 

George R. Gilmer. 
Hon ble 

Thomas W. Gilmer. 



LETTER BOOK OF THOMAS JETT. 

Some letters from this book were published in Quarterly 
XVII. 22-27. Below are abstracts of other letters: 

Virginia June 7, 1769. To John Morton Jordan. Mr Tur- 
ner wants his Chariot for his Lady. 

Virginia, July 1, 1769. To Capt. John Anderson: Hopes 
a ready and good passage to London, and cargo will come to a 
good market. Dry weather since you went hence and crop does 
not promise more than last year. 

Virginia, July 8, 1769. To John Morton Jordan. Am fa- 
voured with your letter by Capt. Cuzzins. Am taking all lawful 
methods to get your money collected, have been obliged to pur- 
chase Irish Linen and other goods from Capt. Quinney, the 
prospect of the tobacco crop very bad, the plants are now all 
burnt up and as few people pitched their corn, tobacco therefore 
must continue at a high price here. 

Virginia, July (1769). To Mr. John Backhouse. Capt. 
Qupney I expect will be fully loaded, Capt. Brackell I hope 
will soon be able to compleat his ships load in James River, but 
Capt. Clack in York I fear will fall greatly short, unable as yet 
to get Mr. Hunter to a settlement- 
Virginia, July 24, (1769). To Messrs Hanson, Clack & Co. 
My last to you was of the 25 March by (Capt. James) Walker 
covering the accounts and lists of Devebre's estate. Is disap- 
pointed that the trouble that he has taken meets with such little 
(hanks. Inclosed you have my order on Mr. John Backhouse 
for £280 sterling which please place to my credit, I shall in 
about six weeks remit you the further sum of £100, and as 
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fast as the other outstanding debts can be collected it shall be 
remitted, for you may depend I do not want the use of yours 
or any other Gentleman's money, having suff' of my own to 
answer my purposes. 

Virginia, July 24, 1769. Mr. John Backhouse. Merchant in 
Liverpool ^p Marlboro, Capt. Quinney. Mr. Hunter is now with 
me but can't furnish the accounts of the Guinea concern till 
some time next month. Mr. Templeman the Gent engaged in 
preparing them has not yet furnished them. 

Virginia, July 2$, 1769. To John Morton Jordan & Co., 
Merchants in, London. Hope they will honor certain bills of ex- 
change drawn upon them and charge to Leeds Store. Will ship 
100 hhds by Capt. Quinney who has met with great difficulty 
in Maryland on consignment. You will make the proper in- 
surance on the hhds, the price here is from 22.6 to 25 per c l . 
Lately some fine rains, and with a good fall we may make ^4 
of a crop of tobacco this year. 

Virginia, Aug. 10, 1769. To John Morton Jordan & Co : Mer- 
chants in London. Capt. Mitchell is now with me and has entered 
his ship in Virginia, and to him have ordered 100 hhds Tob° on 
Leeds Store ace* & 50 hhds of which I purchased for bills to 
be drawn on you at the October Court, these 50 hhds* are good 
Rap k Tob° & will not cost you more than 18. 11 <p c', the prices 
of Tob° in Maryland are very high the meanest 18s ^ Bills vizt 
St. Marys 19 s sterling, Charles County 22s Patuxent from 21s 
to 22s 6 & fine still higher — therefore Mitchell can get very few 
hhds on consignment and to purchase at these prices must be 
a certain & considerable lost to you. 

Virginia, Sept. 1, 1769. To Mr. John Backhouse. Inclosed 
you have a bill of lading for the 26 hhds Tob° shiped you on 
board the Lively, Capt. Clack, which I hope will come safe to 
hand & meet a ready and good market. Mr. Hunter has not 
yet made any settlement relative to Capt. Ward's Guinea con- 
cerns. Assure Capt. Ward that he will do all he can to render 
him service in that disagreeable partnership. 

Virginia, Sept. 1, 1769. To Capt. Wm. Quinney in Liver- 
pool, <p Capt. Parry. Can't get any accounts from Mr. Hunter 
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and Mr. Templeman regarding the Guinea concern, as I expected 
at your sailing hence. Assure Capt. Ward that I will continue 
pressing it. Mr. Brockenborough has at last consented to part 
with his gold at 25 ct Exchange. I expect in a few days to 
receive some good Bills of Exchange, one of which I intend to 
send you for Brockenborough's money, but should I meet with 
disappointment in the payment promised me I shall by Capt. 
Mitchell who will sail within this month send you an order 
equal to the money. 

Virginia, (Sept. 13, 1769.) To John Morton Jordan & Co. 
Wrote you the I st of this Instant. Capt. Mitchell, I expect, will 
sail within the month. Surely his cargo will come to a good 
markt. We make a very short crop this year, our Tob° now 
most all destroyed by a violent gust of wind & Rain that hap- 
pened the 8 th Instant, it began about 12 o'clock at night & con- 
tinued about 14 hours, 6 or eight hours of which we had the 
most violent Rain & wind ever known here. I apprehend the 
gust was general thro the counties. If so, crop will not be 
more than y 2 next season. Pray do not omit proper insurance 
on 125 hhds that I remit on account of Leeds Store: by the Ld 
Baltimore. 

Virginia, Sept. 13, 1769. To' Mr. John Backhouse, Merch* in 
Liverpool. Hope the safe arrival of Capt. Quinney, Capt. Clack 
and Capt. Brackell Describes the gust which will cause a con- 
siderable less crop of Tobacco next season than has been for 
ten years past. 

Virginia, Sept. 26, 1769. John Morton Jordan & Co. I am 
now in great want of coarse goods for the Leeds Store. I hope 
foi* a supply by the first of next month. Complains of not hear- 
ing from them since Capt. Cuzzins came in. 

Virginia, Williamsburg, October 28, 1769. John Morton 
Jordan & Co. <p Capt. Lilly Encloses a list of Bills on you for 
Tobaccos by the Lord Baltimore. Col. William Harwood for 
/55, Capt. J. Richard £100, M r Anthony Walke £175. 

Virginia, Nov r , 1769. John Morton Jordan and Co. My good 
customers are impatient for their winter goods for their familys, 
and if your do not arrive in a few days, they must supply 
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themselves elsewhere, and in that case if your afterwards come 
to hand, they must remain unsold & consequently no remittance 
can be made for them. 

Virginia, November 27, 1769. John Morton Jordan & Co., 
Meichts 1 in London. I wrote you last the 13 of this month since 
wch I have received a letter from Mr. Jordan of the 14th last 
month advising of his arrival at Antigua the night before, and 
that she should in five or six days sail from thence for Maryland. 
I have not as yet had the pleasure to hear of his arrival at 
Annapolis, the Goods on board the ship in which he comes, for 
the Leeds Store are much wanting for my customers, and if 
he does not in a few days, they must supply themselves from 
fome other store, and in that case yours will lye on hand and 
therefore a proper remittance can't be made. 

Virginia, Decemb. 15, 1769. John Morton Jordan & Co. My 
last to you was of the 28th of November since wch I have 
received your favor of the 31 st July <p the Frederick Capt. Nich- 
olson, the goods for Leeds Store by that conveyance are now 
come to hand, you may depend will be dispensed of in the 
best manner, and as large a remittance made as possible by Capt. 
Anderson who writes me he shall be here in February. I wish 
these goods had been properly sorted & here six weeks sooner. 
My friend Mr. Jordan & family are safe arrived at Annapolis, 
his bad state of health still continues, but have hopes of his 
-peedy recovery. I have not yet had the satisfaction of seeing 
him but intend to wait on him in a few days. 

Virginia, February (1770) To John Morton Jordan & Co., 
Not a line from you since my last letter of December 24, have 
lately waited on my friend Mr. Jordan at Annapolis who I had 
the pleasure to find in good spirits and much better than he 
was on his arrival, therefore hope he may yet get well over 
his disorder. Hopes they will ship the Spring Goods as soon 
as his invoice arrives, the sooner they come to my hands, the 
better they can be disposed of. Incloses an invoice for medi- 
cines. Mr. Alexander has my bill on you for £15. 

Virginia, May 28, 1770. To John Morton Jordan & Co., 
Merchants in London. Capt. Anderson's ship is now fallen 
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down the river & I hope to get him loaded by the 15th next month ; 
from the Leeds Store I shall ship 500 hhds on which you will now 
make a proper Insurance Tobacco keeps up here, the genl price 
in the Store 25 s. <p ct. Muscoe Garnett Esq. will by this Op- 
portunity send you an Invoice for a Cargo of Goods to be 
shiped him so as to arrive here in the month of September, he 
has made his proposals to our friend Mr. Jordan who has ac- 
cepted hereof. Mr. Garnett is a man of great fortune here & 
you may depend that he will in every instance comply with his 
engagements. 

Virginia June 5, 1770. To John Morton Jordan & Co. 
Capt. Anderson will now have his ship loaded in a few days, 
& sale next week. Hope his cargo will meet with a ready & 
good market. 

Virginia, June 12, 1770. To John Morton Jordan & Co. In- 
closed you have bill of lading for 472 hhd Tob° shiped the 
Chatham Capt. Anderson on ace' of Leeds Store. 

Virginia July 5, 1770. To Capt. Thomas Ward, Liverpool. 
Mr. Hunter is now with me and at last has given me the com- 
mission account of Champe, Ward & Hunter, for the Slaves 
sold by them, wch ace* you have now enclosed, the Ball, thereof 
in your favour £826.6.6 besides Interest, you have also Inclosed 
the several acc ts of Disbursements & expenses ch a by him, one 
third of which you are debited for as well as the loss in the 
sundry Tob° shiped by the return of the Guinea ships, all which 
be insists upon being right. The Comm" ace* for sales of the 
slaves consigned Messrs Ward & Hunter he cannot yet make 
out but promises to do it. Have prevailed upon him to give 
me his letter to his lawyer directing the money to be paid me 
for Hills bond, the sum by his ace' will be for 44 hhd on his 
own account, also an invoice of goods which you will ship if 
the Revenue acts are repealed so' as to be here by the middle ot 
October. The brown Rolls by Carnaby are good and cheaper 
than what have lately been imported. Encloses his private ac- 
count with Mr. Jordan and requests the sales of the 100 hhds 
Tob ^ the Leeds in 1768, also sales for the 17 hhd corn that I 
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may know how the Balance stands in my favor. Wants copy 
of Mr. Thomas Turner's account. 

Virginia, July 5, 1770. To John Morton Jordan & Co. 
Hopes that before this reaches you Capt. Anderson will be ar- 
rived & cargo come to hand in good order. Inclosed you have 
the last Virg a papers in which you will find a copy of the as- 
sociation now entered into in this colony, & to wch you will 
please have regard in sniping all the Goods to Virginia. Salt 
and sundry other goods purchased of Capt. Quinney & have given 
him bills on you, which please charge on the store acct. Shall 
ship you on the Store ace* ^j9 Capt Mitchell 150 hhds Tob° on 
which you will make insurance at iio hhd. 

Virginia, July 8, 1770. To Capt. John Anderson. Hopes 
that this will meet you safe arrived in London & that your 
cargo may be delivered in good order & meet a ready market. 
Write me by every opportunity & say when you expect to 
sail again fcr this place. Inclosed you have the last Virginia 
paper in which you will find a copy of the Association entered 
into in this Colony, the people in general approve of it & are 
dayly signing it in all parts of the country. You will therefore 
have regard to the kind of goods, you may bring with you 
next Voyage for sale. This comes by Capt. James Walker but 
dont expect he will be ready to sail these ten days. 

Virginia, July (1770) To John Morton Jordan & Co. Our 
friend Mr. Jordan has now directed me to ship on board the 
Frederick, Capt Nicholson now arrived in Maryland 150 hhds 
Tobacco, I am in great want of German Osnaburg, its an article 
that always sells well with us, therefore should be glad to have 
a pack or two by every opportunity to Rapp h on acct Leeds 
Store. Mr. Merriwether Smith of Essex tells me he has <p Cap' 
Anderson sent to you for a Cargo of Goods to the am' of 
1000 or 1200 Mr. Smith is a gent of property — & will punctually 
comply with his engagements. 

Virginia, July 20, 1770. To Capt. John Anderson, London, 
p Capt. Carnabye I shall be greatly obliged to you to bring me a 
pr of the best fox hounds to be got in England. 

Virginia, September 11, 1770. To John Morton Jordan and 
Co. Enclosing bills of lading for 152 hhd Tobacco ship'd on 
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board the Lord Baltimore, to be placed to the credit of Leeds 
Store, ace 1 also Capt. James Mitchell's bill on you for £55.6.8 
to be placed to the C r of Store account. 

(to be continued.) 

LETTERS FROM THE LETTER BOOK OF 

RICHARD CHAPMAN. 

To Mr. Edward Athawes. 

Virginia, Sept. 25, 1739. 
Sir, 

Agreeable to what I wrote from Corotoman not long since, 
I am now to advise, that I have this day, drawn on you to Col. 
George Braxton for one hundred pounds sterling, being in lieu 
of one hundred and twenty-five pounds curr\ I have recei/ed 

1 "Chericoke," the estate referred to, is described in another letter to 
contain seven or eight hundred acres and to be on the Pamunkey River, 
above West Point, about eight or ten miles above Claiborne's. In the 
same 'letter it is stated that both "Claibornes" and Chericoke had a neat 
little dwelling house upon them and other buildings "for making crops," 
but the land at Chericoke was superior to Claibojrne's, in the opinion of 
Mr. Chapman, and "as fine, in fact, as any in the colony." The original 
deed of sale is preserved and is the property of Mrs. Calvin Perkins, of 
Memphis. An abstract of the same is as follows : Nicholas Johnson in 
the parish of St. Paul in the County of Hanover, Gent., and Ann John- 
son of the parish of St. Martin, in the county of Hanover, widow and 
relict of Thomas Johnson of Chericoke in the County King William, 
gent-, of the 1 one part to Richard Chapman of the County of King Wil- 
liam, gent, of the other part, for 600 pds of Virginia money, sell Chericoke 
in the parish of King William, originally containing 970 acres, 750 acres 
of which was granted by Si|r William Berkeley, Knight, to Richard 
Croshaw Feb. 27, 1649 and by several intermediate conveyances deeded to 

Richard Johnson, Esq., who by his will dated 8 day of 169 — devised 

the same to Thomas Johnson, and the remainder about 220 acres patented 
by said Thomas Johnson on December, 1711, inclusive of the 750 acres. 
All of which said 970 acres descended to said Nicholas Johnson, son and 
heir of said Thomas, and by said deed is now conveyed to Richard Chap- 
man excepting 150 acres, part thereof, sold to James Hill by said Nicholas 
Johnson and a squaire of a quarter of an acre where the father of said 
Nicholas lies interred. Witnesses James Hill, Richard Johnson, Thomas 
Johnson, Wm. Taylor. 



